
Pastor’s page: What does it mean to be pro-life? 

“God created human beings in his image; in the divine image God created them; 
male and female he created them.” (Genesis: 1. 27 - Every human being is 
sacred and social. We are interconnected) 

“If anyone says,’ I love God’, but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does 
not love a brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
This is the commandment we have from him (Christ): whoever loves God must 
also love his brother.” (1 John 4 20-21.) 

      Our ethical belief system is grounded on love for God, and the image of God, 
our neighbor. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus makes clear who are 
neighbor is. Anyone who is in need is our brother and our sister. Loving our 
neighbor means acting - getting involved in the work of justice. It means 
protecting the rights of our fellow human beings. It involves being a warrior for 
the protection and safeguarding of human life. As Catholics we may think 
immediately of the vulnerable human being in the womb of a mother. But a 
‘consistent ethic of life’ applies to all human beings whose lives are being 
threatened - from womb to tomb. In his encyclical, The Gospel of Life, St. John 
Paul II speaks of a structure of sin and a “conspiracy against life”. 

      The recent tragic deaths of high school children in Parkland, Florida, cry out 
for justice. Many of the young survivors are boldly speaking out to our 
legislators. Gun control legislation - reform of our nation’s laws, federal and 
state, needs to happen quickly. 

      The US bishops have said that gun control is a pro-life issue, just as ending 
abortion, the death penalty, proliferation of nuclear weapons, reform of 
immigration policy, and care for the terminally ill are all pro-life issues 
supported by Catholic Church teaching.  

      In NYS, following the Sandy Hook elementary school shootings, Governor 
Cuomo signed into law one of the toughest gun control laws in the nation. The 
New York SAFE Act (2013) bans assault weapons including semi -automatic 
rifles, semi- automatic pistols, and semi -automatic shotguns of various kinds. 
Those already possessing assault weapons are allowed to keep them, but have 
to register them with the New York State police. High-capacity magazines are 



banned. Gun dealers are required to conduct background checks similar to the 
background checks required for gun buyers. In addition, mental health 
professionals offering treatment services to an individual must make a report to 
authorities “If they conclude, using reasonable professional judgment, that the 
individual is likely to engage in conduct that would result in serious harm to self 
or others”. This NYS law ought to become federal law. 

       Let your legislators know your pro-life position on all life issues (abortion, 
capital punishment, poverty, affordable housing, racism and sexism, 
immigration and refugees, etc.), and when it comes time to vote in midterm 
elections, weigh the party platform planks, pray to the Lord for the Holy Spirit, 
and make your preference clear in the voting booth. 

Peace, Father Bruce 


